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Cheaper Gas Urged
By Commissioners

In Congress Report
Recommend Reduction

But Do Not Demand
Price of Cents

Ask for Authority and
Means to Supervise All

District Utilities

Cheaper ga for which The Times
has been conwuUutly ftgbthig is
recommended by the Com-

missioners in their report to
today on Representative Mad

dens 75cent gas bill
The Commissioner say they favor

ft reduction of the price of the com-

modity but do not wish to set the
price at 75 cents until experts have
determined at what figure the gas-
light company can sell gas at a rea-
sonable proftt The Commissioners
also ask for authority and means to
supervise the operation of the gas-
light companys plant and all other
public utilities of the District

The report is as follows
Favor a Reduction

That they are in favpr of a reduction
in the price of gas to whatever figure
Vili yield a reasonable profit to tilt gas
light companies as they have heretofore
recommended to Congress But as they
have also stated to Congress they tarve
not the authority or the means at pres-
ent to determine what that price shall
be

They have recommended In their an
nual report that they shall be given thenecesary and means to prop

supervise operation of
ci rporatk iwi in the

of Columbia including the gas-
light companies-

If give them the addi-
tional and means needed they
will be able with the advice of disin-
terested exports employed by them

of investigation to arriveat the amount of reduction that ought
to bt maa in the price of gas

No Public Hearing Needed
West said today that he

did net think a public hearing en the
gds q istlon would be as

for and agamRt the
tlon were presented at a hearing lest

ear the Commissioners were now
Informed as to the sentiment of theaple on the subject

The which was
in the House December 2 was

sent to the Commissioners today for
and received prompt attention

DESTROYED BY FIRE-

The home of Homer Beavers at Fort
Hunt Va was destroyed by fire while
he was in Washington several days
ego The old Virginia mansion of six
teen rooms wail valued at

belonging to the family was saved
except the clothing worn at the

the tire
Mrs Beavers was in the second story-

of the hone when the fire began and
finding that she could not theEtiirway from a window Shevas painfully but not seriously injured

What Congress Did Today

IN THE HOUSE
flee GUI resolution asking the President

to submit to the House the corre-
spondence relating to the Brownmm
resignation wee passed

The De Almond resolution extending
until January 1 MM the time in which
the State can make applications to the
Treasury Department for pay-
ment of certain Spanish war claims
wan passed

The House then went into committee-
of the whoM to consider the Mil for
the novUrfon of the laws

IN THE SENATE
2 o session until Monday

COL W L FISK ASSIGNED-
Col Walter L Fisk Corps of En-

gineers has been assigned to additional
duty in the Tenth lighthouse district
The order was Issued at the Instance
President Roosevelt today Colonel Ji k
will relieve Col Henry I Adams and
will report to the Secretary of Com-
merce cad Labor

THE WEATHER REPORT
During the last twentyfour hours

the center of an kbergetlc disturbance
has moved from Texas to Mississippi
attended heavy rain In
Mississippi and the Middle and
hast States Thip thprecipitation area attending this dis-
turbance extends over the States of the
lower Ohio and middle Mississippi val-
leys and covers Carolina and
western North Carolina Rain has fallenon the north Pacific coast

Steamers departing today
ropean will have winds shifting

and brisk easterly with fairwhether followed snow or rain to
the Grand Banks

TJBWPJSRATURK
3 a m 29

12 noon it
1 P m 46

SUN TABLUS
Sun rl x 717
Sun sets 4

TIDE 3JABLJB
High water today 2 7 pm
Low wntftr today
High temocpowjttlf m ti S pntw water tora rrow8S8 am M pm
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New York Commission
Stops Practice But

Washington Has
No Recourse

Writing about the work of the new
public serrtce in New York
the Saturday Bvantas Post presents
as one of the gieatost services that body
has rendered to DM public the work
for regulation f gas moters It to

the New York law and experience
that gas coiieoras have Uses robbing
tfcolr patrons by dint of
using feet meters

Nobody in Washington will need to
assured that the same practice or

like it i employed here Gas blue
are universally reported higher than
ever before and gas quality lower

Suggests Meter Detective
Here Is a letter which came to The

Times this morning presenting one sug-
gestion for remedying the situation

Editor Washington Times
Hoping that you bring to the atten-

tion of the authorities the manner in
which the monthly eoMecOons j mad
by the gas company I bog to tusks the
following suggestion

There wilt be in reducing
the price of gas if some other way is
not found In taking monthly state
of the meter than the present one 1
suggest that the state of the meter be
taken on duplicate slip showing the
dials of the meter marked to correspond
for inspection with the exact
time of taking the same and deposited

of lire house at the time
it Is taken The auditor of tho District
HT Garrison recommended that anem
ploye accompany U coUootor for the
gas company to certify the statement of
the meter I think It has been found sat-
isfactory to both parties

A READER OF TH TIMB3

The Times has the highly interesting
0surano of a man with Jongexperi-
ence as aji official of a gas company
that one of the favorite enterprises of
inventive Is producing devices
that will make gas meters register fast
These it i declared are constantly be-

ing offered to companies The In
ventors seem to assume that com
pani M would be quite willing to use
feet meters if they could so so safely

Wouldnt But Could

Of the Washington Gas Mo-

nopoly wouldnt do such thing No
indeed But if it wanted to It would
b able to work the STJUJIPC easily
for there is no real attention paW by
the gas and meter inspector to the
working of meters

If the consumer complains and ssks
that his b taken out anti In-

spected an employe of the gee company
goes to the house takes out the meter
lugs it around to the Gas Monopolys
ofno If he and time gets it to
the inspector for the otticlal test After
the i the meters are
as correct and turned over to the
Gas Monopolys people to be set in
house of consumer

There may be folk In this town who
dont believe the Gas would
be mean enough to doctor a meter

individuals who

are so scarce that a proposition to ex-

hibit a dozen of on stage all
captured In Washington and all having
been consumers of gas would fin a
mighty big theater

Eliminating Fast Meters

Here Is what the Saturday Kventhg
Post says about the work of the New
York commission in eliminating the
fast gas meter

Perhaps no activity of the Public
Service Commission touches so intl
nately the great mass of the people

as the oJlicial Inup rion of gas m ors
IB a work that not only involves

the conserving of the pennies of the
poor but the dollars of the rich

years the inspection of the gas
meters in was almost
a formality In fact it was not a real
Inspection It was the practice of the
state inspector of meters to select ten
or fifteen out of a lot of a thou
sand examine these and then issue seals
for the entire thousand If any of these
meters happened to be defective the
consumer had to pay olten an exces-
sive charge

But that sort of thing does not
go now Each commission has a bureau-
of gas and electricity with a staff of
Inspectors whose duty it Is to inspect
every meter that goes Into service
What is more significant every person
In the State can have his own meter
whether it be gas or electric tested by
the commission If It is found that the
meter is defective the gas company
pays the fee which is seldom ever over
59 cents If the never is accurate the
consumer pays

ffi very meter installed must boar the
soal of the commisai MI In New York
city during the first four months of
the work nnetynind thousand meters
wore Inspected and tested

Swindling Is Detected
The records of meter testing In New

York city show some Ijnpres iye results
In three months 13 J complaints

Continued on Second Page
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Water l Pumped To
Wrecked Parker Build-

ings Cellar Threat
ened Thousands

Three Firemen Lost
Their Lives in Most
Treacherous Blaze

in Years

JEW YORK Jan 11 Tho thousands
af people who used the subway to get
to their of business today wW
probably never realize that but six
inches of concrete stood between them
and death by drowning-

In the cellar of the Parker building-
at Eighteenth street and Fourth ave-
nue are thousands of tons of water

into it by twentyfive of thelargest fire engines in the world
at their utmost capacity more than

rive hours This
la the ctllar awl ubwellr of
skyscraper whose foundations abut

that Is In the main artery
of eitys transportation facilities

Danger Realized
It was not until this morning that

the police realised the danger that be-

set the subway travelers An officer
standing in the subway station at
Kighteenth street saw watt trickling
down the wall and at once notified
the building department Inspectors
from that bureau made a hurried ex-
amination and quickly realized the dan-
gers Hurry order were sent out t
shut off all traffic in tube south
of Fortysecond street The authorities
are now considering the best plan to
get rid of the water in the cellar

The cellars in that vieinity are solid
rook and If the concrete foundation
of the Parker building gives way Ute
outlet for the water the

So grove is the situation that the chief
experts of the citys building depart-
ment have been to scene
to determine what is best to be

The search for the bodies of the three
firemen who undoubtedly at livewhite the
pushed as rapidly
of the sky8 rper etui be
Thus far not a sign of any ef the
haebeon found

They are James OConnor and Thomas
Phillips of engine company No 71
and John Felon of fire patrol No 2-

AH are known to have been caught
under falls of tons of ement which
formed flller of the huge steel

ml there is no chance that they
escaped alive

Of th fiftyodd injured policemen-
and firemen all will recover Twenty
two of the number are at

and Flower

the Eat Twentysecond street station
who suffered a crushed knee i
probably the most seriously kurt

Loss Estimated 6000000
Estimates by losers in the make

small changes In Fire Commissioner
Langtrys and Assistant FIre Chief
Sinns original

loss was on the stock of
Co the Constantinople importers who the lire department

officials estimate of about 1000000
Colliers Weekly and Judge Publish

have rot yet determined
how navy were the losses and ofthe ether concerns whichquarters In the building a considerable
proportion of them publishing housessays it may be before they
will be able to say definitely how heavily they suffered

Fire officiate continued to point outtoday that the fire will that thefire departments are totally unable tocope with the flames the presentpressure
It has its Instructive side too asproving lic fallacy of claims that thefireproof structures willresist a rtre any magnitude TheParker building was erect seven yearsago was supposed to be noncom

bustible from top to bottom
It burned ae a matter of fact lIko apine knot making one of the most

taculaY ever seen In New York
The firemen say there was never a

fire in the city marked nor terry
ing cxploeionv back draughts collapses of vast masses of masonry by
so large a number of hairbreadthescapes

Flames Spread Rapidly
Nearly every one f thirtyfive

in the building carried a stock of
some kind of Inflammable goofs and
the swiftness with which the flames
spread was appalling Starting In the
offlos of Kqper jc knonr on the fifth
floor swopt simultaneously up
ward and downward within an hourfire was bursting from ovary window
and feet above the root

the second time within a year an
entire engine company No 72 was put
out of cocimlSPuonN soon after the de-partment arrived on the scene Captain
the 01 the second floor the
ceiling of hollow cement blocks

several steel girders crashed
item the fifth story to basement

The mon on the second floor were
caught directly under tho mass of fall

wreckage nnd Ji was here that
OConnor Phillips undoubtedly lost
their lives

Life Tines were fired for the first time
In several years from the small guns
provided for thorn undoubtedly snvlng
a number of lives The first of these
rescues was that of four men wbo were
at in the Suffolk Engraving

rooms The line was shot
from the roof of the neighboring eight
storY Hotel Florence men looped
it about a chimney and slid to safety-
at the cost of badly burned hands anda shock from which they will not re-
cover for days

The firemen it was only by des-
perate efforts that they tore able toprevent the flames from

buildings hi the vicinity andthat when ovdercrl every one from
Holes Florence Claron
don and the nemos
and Nineteenth streets they figured
that the would have barely
time to make lh fr escape
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PLAN ROYAL WELCOME
FOR ATLANTIC FLEET

View of the Shore Boulevard and of the Magnificent Harbor of Rio Janeiro Where Admiral Evans Fleet Will Rideat
Anchor Until January zr

t

Residents of Rio de Ja
neiro Have Arranged

Week of Entertain
mentR-

IO DK JA iSiRO Jan 1L Elas caU
preparations have has suede for the re-
ception for the United States
fleet due here today SB Its way to

waters The dtjr and
others have announced t program Ap-

proved by Irving B DWHeTr t JUWMi
eau ambassador whch cs am a

dsr Yankton belonging t auxiliary
atrision of the fleet arrted hem

from the Port of Spain Trini-
dad The Yankton made the last few
hours of the trip in tow of the Panther
her coal supply having run short

Lieut W H Qherardl eommamttog
the Yankton and V S

of the Panther will pay a visit
today to Brastttan minister ef ma-

rine Admiral OUmcar
Ibe profratn felt ntertainm it Ot

the fleet tolloirs
January 12 OMnrs of wm

visit the Minister of Foreign Affairs
Baron da Rio Branco

January li Visit t Dr Pwma Provi-
dent of the repubi at Petropolls in
the evening a the America a
embassy at Petroyous

January 14 given by the
Minister of Marine Admiral Atoncar
on Mount Corcovado

January IS Breakfan given by the
President of the republic at
and a garden party at the American
embassy

January Xmeateiament by the
American colony at Park

of
dens

January IS Dinner given
of foreign allan in

pavilion
January Picnic given by the Braat Tljuca Park
There probably will be a on

January 20
The fleet is scheduled to leave here on

January a

the min
Monroe

Thomas A Rover a wellknown
grocer died at his residence 48I street
northwest about oclock this morning
Sir Rover had long suffered from a
cancer of the stomrh but was com
I elled to take to his bsd only six weeks
agoMr Rover was horn in Virginia
four years ago but came to Washing
ton a mn and engaged
the business store atNorth Capitol and H streets is a land
mark and he was one of the most
prominent and popular grocers in

He is survived by a widow sister
four daughters and two sons

MOROCCO PROCLAIMS

USURPER AS

PARIS Jan 11 That Hand has peon
proclaimed Sultan of Morocco at Fez
ie confirmed dispatches
received today His priests aeeeitted
assumption of royalty by declaring a
holy war

development is a blow to
The declaration holy

war is certain also to draw to his
nor again all the desert tribes which Itwas hoped the recent campaign hud
completely scattered

The meat wteu the situa-
tion is that Germany is considered cer-
tain to interfere reopening
troubles which the
oonferenec uuleas the French restore
order iu Morocco

125 to Baltimore and Return
Every Saturday and Sunday via

rcturn-
iaa tsntiLSuodajr flight All regular trains
except Adv
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TIGER FIGHTS GIRL

BEAST IS KILLED

Animal Had Been Pet iq
Household It

Was Gub

NEW YORK Jan llvTbomsn Beet
proprietor of a private dotocttre agency
hat a fleece bottle yesterday with a tiger
cub which had boo a pet in his home
and had the freedom of the house
like a eat or dog The struggle
occurred wfcon the boast suddenly be
eases ferocious and turned oa Beets
sbcyearoJd daugiiter Dorothy

Beet sanity killed tIN cub by anphyxi
aMng It la a gas own but the encounter
aft him weak from fright ove Ji-
nugnters narrow e c i e-

Smpress as Beets children Dorothy
and Mildred called the boast was the
gift of Capt Cyras Weldofc skipper-
of a craft in the South American trade
Captain Weldon caught the cub when
it was cnly two months old and gave
It to Beet several months ago

Pet Became Rectless
Empress played with Beets children

like a big cat It had always seemed
gentle and Mr and Mrs Beet Jolt no
notfuMtcy in letting their little ones
make a pet of It Recently however
BMtprose had become sulky and restive
and Mr Beet was thinking of giving her
to the zoo Still be did not chain the
beset up although he warned chil
drew against playing too roughly with
it

Beet was sitting in his parlor when
he heard hie Dorothy scream
ing in the kitchen inHnod-
iaUiy Em rest Beet ran tat the

found cowering in a
owner

Before the girl crouched Bmprons her
lips drawn back over her fangs and her
tell while she snarled

Tiger Turns to Attack
Boat was unarmed but as the beast

named about to spring upon the girl he
sprang forward kicked it In the
lied The blow knocked Empress over
but she was on her feet like a flash
crouched and lashing tal In fury

Again Beet kicked Empress and as
she toppled over he kept up his attack
shouting to Dorothy to run The girl
ootyod and as the cub staggered to her
feet still bent on fight Mr Beet
thought of the gas range and swung

the oven door
Then he up Empress despite

her snarls and scratching and whipped
her into the oven slammed the door
shut and turned on the

For minutes Beet held the oven
door while Empress thrashed about In
side At Jast nor struggles
ceased and when Beet opened door
the cub was dead

FOR TESTS IN ARMY

As tt result of mileage expenses con
Ungant upon the horsemanship tests for
army officers ordered by President
Roosevelt tee War Department has de
cided to ask for an additional appro
priation of 60690 for the remainder of
the fiscal year which ends June 1ft

Army paymasters now nave mileage
accounts aggregating 09ft fur which
there aa no funds

The tests In Philippines have
proved highly satisfactory of the
twentyone In the first pet have
bOen to offloial
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FROZEN WiTH FEAR

AS RESCUER DIES

Sight of Policeman Being
Killed Prevents Leap

Bridge

XEW YORK Jan llAKoo h the
entire harbor squad and eery
plying East river has searched

they have not recovered the
body of Robert J Fitxgerald a pollee
man who lost his own life last night

Edward K Walker of Chi-
cago from eommitttag suicide The
policeman was first stuck by a car on
Brooklyn bridge and Me body fell into
the river t

Walker is almost a maniac in his cell
and tells a graphic story of the tragic
manner IB which the policeman died

I was biting my lips and straining
my nerves to set up courage enough to
Jump said Walker when I saw this
policeman rich for the ladder and start
to climb I watcaed Ms every move
frosojt with fear as I saw the trolley
ear rushing toward him did not
see It eyes were OP me and burned
me He palled to me Stop Stop

When Car Struck Him
I wanted to can out to him and

warn him but my tongue was stiff
When the car struck hint I saw his
featuree twist with pain though his
eyes were stilt on me Though It was
inly a second it seemed an age before
he fell toward cef with outstretched
arms opening and closing his hands en
air ollndly reaching for something to
cling

seceded to be falling directly at
me and when I believed he would strike
me and whirl me with him down into
the water I hugged the pillar I was on
with all my might He fell within two
feet of me I dared not reach out
for him 1 was I had no feelIng His face appealed to me and he
gasped something as he rolled from one
beam to another-

It was that appeal and theagony in his ayes was stilt
turned up to as his body slipped be-
tween the ties of the railroad tracks
and he went down into the black empti-
ness below My eyes foUowed him and
his face seemd to hang in still
looking UD at me with that look of
appeal his arms beating the air and

ringers opening and closing
of Death

I had forgotten all about myself I
did not to exist though a horrible
fear of tenth gripped my heart I
thought for a moment that I was that
policeman grinding down Into the black-
ness into the water that flashed with
dim lights that seemed like streaks of
blood

1 felt wet saturated and the chill
was in my heart and narrow When
Sergeant Farrell and the other police
men climbed down to me I tried to kick
them away I fought and struggled
with thorn for the feeling me
that they had come to shako me loose
frrfm my perch and hurl me flown into
that black water

I had been thinking peacefully
that water and the quick death It would
bring when I saw that brave man
did not want to die crushed and whirled
into it I would have gone down there a
moment before he came toward me

my coat caught on a beset and
hold me I was tearing at my coat when-
I looked up and saw him fcut I was
calm until that moment anl really

to die Now I want to live though
I feel that my mired Is giving wa

Knows Hes Going Mad
The picture of the tragedy will be

me The ac of that man
looking up as he went down into that
inky nothingness will over be before
me i can saalt here on tho walls of

I CCti tImied on Second Page
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J Arthur Kemp and
Willard H Myers

Are in Toils

Kemp Caught in New

Orleans and Will
Be Brought Here

Surrenders
And Is Released on

Bond

CAUGHT
J ARTHUR KEMP

Disappeared July 4 1907
Amount of alleged

S000 8000
Arrested in yew Orleans Jan-

uary 10 190S

WILLARD H MYERS
Disappeared Stay 28 190
Amount of alleged shortage

11000
Surrendered in Washington

January 10 190S

J Arthur Kemp and WIBard X-
i5fyers wanted by the WaoUatgon
police for embesslm nt fell inio the
toils last nigkU

Kemp wiie xtwieoncfctfl o Jwiy 4

froi Department where
he Was employed ai clerk
is held at New Orleans Detectives
Evans ad IfeXaafee will leave
Washington this afternoon to bring
him back for trial It is alleged
that his books show a shortage of
between 000 and 9000 TIle po-
lice say the was squandered
on a burleeqiK actress and horse
racing Kemp denies title He says
he invested the money in Xoekville
Md

Myers has hunted all over
the United States since May 28 1904
He is charged with embeEzling

11000 in cash ard securities from
the National Savings and Trust
Company Consciencestricken and
smitten with a desire to see his wife
and daughter returned to
Washington last and surrend-
ered to the police He says he stle
but 8000 of the banks and
spent all of it dodging the police
In his satchel 8000 worth of the
typesetting machine stock which he
embezzled was found

Send for Kemp
Armed with a bench warrant and

requisition papers for Kemp Detective
Sergeants Charles Evans and Thomas
McNamee leave Washington this after-
noon at 4 oclock for the scene oftemps capture Kemp has been posi-
tively Identified admits his Identity and
Is willing to return It is no willo
wisp therefore that the detectives will
chase today as in former instarces
where men supposed to be Kemp were
arrested and afterward released

Kemp recognised upon the New
Orleans racetracks
man now in New Upon arrest
he agreed to return to Washington
without requisition provided Capt J C
Daly of the precinct was sent
for him Until noon today it was
tho sht that Captain go
for prisoner and he had made all
preparations to leave the city the
journey At that time however It was

by Major Sylvester to substi-
tute Detective Sergeant McNamee in
stead

Captain Too Busy to Go

It has been decided that Captain
Daly is too busy to go for Kemp said
Major Sylvester when Questioned as to
the reason for changing officers It
rather uncsual for captains to leave
their posts i apprehend that Kemp will
coma on with other officers regard
ices of ills statement that he would
agree not to demand requisition If Cap
tain was sent Hawever we will
be prepared for him in event he ngtht
and the sent will be armed
with tide nee w iry paper

The arrest of Kemp who since July
last has been persistently hunted by
the Police Department on the charge
of peing short between 18069 and
in hs accounts caused extreme
catlon at Detective Headquarters
ofiicials expressed this morning
that the long search had been ended

everyone had a word of em-
pathy for the former chief clerk

Kemp la said to have had only one
regret when arrested last night
being the shame that his return to
Washington would bring upon his fam

Removal Notice

Rene has moved
its ofltaa to SK F st nw Best service to
California A J Postoft Gen Agt Adv
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